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A First Methodist seminary in the Midwest
A Established in 1853

A Eliza Clark Garrett, a widow of the late Chicago mayor,
Augustus Garrett and a member of the Clark Street
Socliety, the first United Methodist Church in Chicago,
left a considerable inheritance for the founding of the
seminary in early December

A A group of Methodist leaders invited JoBempsterto
organize the institute on Dec. 26, 1853

A The school was officially opened on Jan. 1, 1855

A 1t was renamed as Garrett Theological Seminary in
1962



Union Biblical Institutec
Evangelical Theological Seminary
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AIn 1837 a group of German settlers in the
Naperville area formed a society of the
Evangelical Association

AIn 1870 a small college of the Evangelical
Association moved from Plainfield to
Naperville, and it is now known as North
Central College

A In 1873 Union Biblical Institute was
established as an adjunct to the college

A The name was eventually changed to
Evangelical Theological Seminary




Chicago Training School for City,
Home and Foreign Missions
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A With a new vision of Christian women
leadership, a ministry of deaconesses who
minister to the needs of the city, Lucy Rider
Meyer and her husband, Josiah Meyer,
convinced a group of Chicago Methodists to
endorse the organization of a training school

A The school opened at 19 W. Park Avenue in
1885 and moved into a building at the corner
of Indiana Ave. and 30St.

A It was merged with GBI in 1934



Mergers

A In 1934 Chicago Training School and Garrett
Biblical Institute merged

A In 1968 the Methodist Church and the
Evangelical United Brethren Church merged tc
form the United Methodist Church

AIn 1974 Garrett Theological Seminary and
Evangelical Theological Seminary merged anc
became GarreteEvangelical Theological
Seminary
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History

A The United Library was established in 1981 wher
the collections ofsarrettEvangelical Theological
Seminary (Methodist) and Seabt\yestern
Theological Seminary (Episcopal) were merged,
and then, it was renamed as the Ernest and
BerniceStybergLibrary in May, 2017

A With the retirement of the two calirectors in
2007 the first solo director was hired

A In 2009 with the purchase of Seabury collection
by Garrett, Seabury circulation desk was closed
and Garrett became the sole point of access to
the collection



Collections

A About 400,000 volumes in the collection as well
as subscription to more than 500 periodicals and
access to numerous electronic databases In
partnership with Northwestern

A A broad collection of biblical and theological
studies

A American and English materials in Methodist and
Anglican studies

A Ancient Near Eastern studies and biblical
archaeology

A Patristics
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Methodist Special Collection

A A varied set of materials embracing
Methodism from its inception in the 18th
century to the present day

A Journals, letters and papers from Ezekiel
Cooper and William Colbecbllections

A Of particular interest are several letters
written by John Wesley, Francis Asbury, and
Thomas Coke



A A large number of books, pamphlets, and
periodicals including approximately 500 titles
of 18th Century imprints by John and Charles
Wesley, John Fletcher and George Whitfield
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Hibbard Rare Book Collection

A Between 1907 and 1920, LydaekmarHibbard
(1834-1920) donatecabout $23,000.000 the

Hibbard Egyptian Library at Western Theological
Seminary

A Two Western professor§lafToffteen(Professor
of Semitic Languages and Literature 19@240)
and Samuel A. B Mercer (Professor of Hebrew a
Old Testament Literature 1911822) were
responsible for the initial development of this
library




ACKS | A00FNR 938LIALlY
encompassed the fields of Egyptology, Semiti
Languages, and Near Eastern archaeology

A Mummy of a young gid gift to Lydia Hibbard
in 1911 for supporting N3 Cf Ay RS NJ
excavation of the Roman cemeterytdawara

Egypt
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Keen/Y1 Bible Collection

A The collectiorinitiated by Paul Edwin Keen, Professor
of New Testament and Exegesis at the Evangelical
Theological Seminary fro®27-1957

A Over700 English Versions and Revisions of individual
testaments or the entirdBible

A 225 out 0f275 extant Bibldranslations availabie the
Keencollection
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A Among the outstanding first editions are Matthews
Bible (1537),TavernemBible (1539), Geneva Bible
(1560), Bishops Bible (1568), Rheims New Testamel
(1582), first edition of the King James Bible (1611),
and the Douai Old Testament (1610)

A Also present is the personal library of Bishop John
Seybert an Evangelical Association bishop of the
mid-nineteen century
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Key Holdings

A Institutional archives from GBI/GTS, ETS, Chicag
Training School, and-BT'S

A Faculty publications

A Former presidents and faculty papers including
EdmundSopey MurrayLeifferand Georgia
Harkness

A Bishops papers includingeontineKelly
A Sermon collections from notable preachers

A Kimball Young collection on Mormon family
research
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